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News and Views from Mr. Schmit 
 
 

This has been an action packed December! What a week we have had, what a month we have had! Thank you to all 
the teachers for planning the host of month long activities and the parent volunteers who helped make this a month 
to remember. 
  

During this upcoming Christmas Season we will be able to spend time with friends and family. The Sunday following 
Christmas is the Feast of the Holy Family. I would like to take a brief moment to express my gratitude to all I call 
“family.” First of all, I’m thankful for my parents who raised me and my six brothers and sisters in the Catholic Faith 
and instilled the values in me that I try to live by each and every day. Next, I’m thankful for my wife and two 
daughters. The love and support I feel from them helps to drive me and gives me the strength to persevere. Lastly, 
I’m grateful for the St. John School family of which I am now blessed to be a member. I am grateful that I can 
participate as part of the school faculty but also as a school parent. I feel God’s abundant blessings and love through 
each of these families! 
  

The teachers and staff of St. John School are looking forward to this much deserved two week Christmas vacation! 
However, we are also looking forward to all that God has in store for us as the calendar changes to 2020. I cannot 
wait to hit the ground running on January 6 so students can continue their academics while learning about their Faith 
in a profound way.  You are all in my prayers! 
  

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
  

Mr. Schmit 

Our Mission:  St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is a faith-based community dedicated to teaching, learning, and living as Jesus did.   

Light of the World Prayer 
 

Jesus, Light of the World, as we celebrate your birth may we begin to see the world in the light of the understanding you give 
us.  As you chose the lowly, the outcasts, and the poor to receive the greatest news the world had ever known, so may we 
worship you in meekness of heart.  May we also remember our brothers and sisters less fortunate than ourselves in this season 
of giving. AMEN.  



  PARENT CALENDAR 

  December 
Fri 20 Christmas Break begins at the end of the day 

Tues 24 Happy Birthday Mrs. Farella!  

Wed 25 Merry Christmas! 

  January 
Mon 6 Classes Resume 

Wed 15 Happy Birthday Mr. Schmit!  

Fri 17 End of Second Quarter 

Mon 20 NO SCHOOL for students-Records Day 

PLEASE SAVE 
 

The STEAM classes are in need of empty water 
bottles and 2-liter bottles for an big upcoming project.  
We will need a lot of them!  Please send in your 
empty and CLEANED OUT bottles to the office.  

Children Lectors Needed 

 
Students in fourth grade and older who are confident 
readers, with a heart for sharing God's Word, are invited 
to train to be lectors at the Sunday Liturgies.  For now, 
children and youth will be invited to read at special 
family-oriented liturgies.  The first opportunity will be the 
Children's Christmas Eve Mass, but other occasions will 
arise throughout the year.  If your child is interested, 
please contact Annie Kitching at 
annie@stjohngenton.org to arrange training. 

Mass Times for Christmas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
4 PM 

6:30 PM 
 

Christmas Day 
Midnight 

9 AM 
11 AM 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The Daddy Daughter Dance will be held 
on Saturday, February 1st.  Don’t forget 

to mark your calendars!  

 
The next Jet Gazette will be 

published January 10th!  
 

The deadline to submit your FACTS 
application for Tuition Assistance  
for the 2020-2021 school year is 
March 1, 2020.  Application fee is 

$30.  Please use this link:  
 https://online.factsmgt.com/aid  

mailto:annie@stjohngenton.org
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/CclP0cgSp6E8-Xxd_uh_Rw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRf2nz6P0QfaHR0cHM6Ly9vbmxpbmUuZmFjdHNtZ3QuY29tL2FpZFcHc2Nob29sbUIKAAB6SfldcJp_e1IXYWhhaXNzQHN0am9obmZlbnRvbi5jb21YBAAAAAE~


AUCTION 2020 UPDATE 
From Auction Chair Kelly Ahn 

 

Lights! Camera! AUCTION!!! will be a night among the 
stars!! We’ll roll out the red carpet for YOU, St. John 
School’s biggest fans.  It will be a fun-filled, fundraising 
evening for you to dress as your favorite movie star and 
SHINE like a Hollywood celebrity!  Prepare for games, 
prizes, food, and drink all benefiting our students, teachers 
and staff during this star-studded event of the year!! Please 
join us for a night at the movies.  
 

Please contact Kelly Ahn (kahn@stout.com) with any 
questions.      

St. john jets 

Athletic news 

 

Stay tuned in January for our boys basketball schedule.  
If you are interested in earning volunteer hours, please 
contact Katherine Carah for information 
regarding concession sales or timekeeping 
for the basketball games. You can reach 
Katherine at ad@stjohnfenton.com.  
 
See attached flyer for information regarding a winter 
basketball league for students in grades K-6.  

AUCTION 2020 Sponsorship Opportunities 

 
Sponsorship information is attached to this week’s newsletter.  Please share this information with your friends and family.  
A big thank you goes out to our 2019 Auction Sponsors listed below.  

mailto:kahn@stout.com


Thank you:  
 To Mr. Matthews for leading our Annual Christmas Music Program.  

 To Mrs. Davidson for baking cookies for Christmas Music Program reception.  

 To everyone who participated in our Christmas Spirit week.   What a fun week we had! 

Congrats: 
 To the following students who were inducted into the National Junior Honor Society this week:  Kayleigh 

Boike, Addison Dolliver, Louisa Gartland, Tess Heavner, Morgyn LaFontaine, Alexa Landaal, Sarah 
Learman, Sutton Miller, James Moose, Avery Niles, Maggie Roche, Adam Sterling, and Annie Warner 

 To Damion Ketchmark for leading a team to complete his Eagle Scout project of creating storage cubbies 
at the Warming Center in Flint.  You are spreading Jesus’s message by serving those in need. We are so 
proud of you!  

Prayers: 
 For all St. John Families to have a blessed Christmas season with family and 

friends.  
 
If you have a prayer request for the Jet Gazette, please let Mrs. Haiss know.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 ON A PERSONAL NOTE... 

Building Foundations of Faith 
 

As Catholic parents, we are called to provide moral education and spiritual growth for our children.  What better example than to learn and grow in faith 
yourself? Visit this Jet Gazette feature weekly for thoughts, articles, and tips to strengthen and deepen your understanding of our Catholic faith.   

 

 
 We have five days until Christmas.  We are all filled with hope as we eagerly await the 
birth of Jesus.  Here are “3 Ways to Practice Hope” in the coming days as we busily 
prepare for Christmas.  Remember to take time to prepare room for Jesus in your heart.  
 

 
Today’s #microchallenge from bustedhalo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To stay up to date with parish events, here is a link to the weekly parish bulletin:  https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins  

 
 

https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/3-ways-practice-hope
https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins


Staff Spotlight  
 

This week, our staff shared with us some of 
their favorite Christmas memories.  

 
 

 
Mrs. Roche:  When my dad was on call for 
Christmas we were always worried he would be at the hospital all day.  One 
Christmas morning, he was called away before we opened presents.  We were sad 
he wasn’t with us, but we managed to stay busy all day without opening our 
gifts.  My dad called to say he would be home for dinner.  My mom made her 
traditional fancy Christmas dinner, but my dad still wasn’t home.  After waiting 
and waiting and waiting, my mom decided we couldn’t wait any longer.  I imagine 
my sisters and I were getting pretty irritable.  Just as we were about to say 
grace, my dad walked through the door.  We ate and opened presents together 
as a family.  I don’t have a clue what I got that Christmas, but I remember 
everyone being there! 
Mrs. Stickel:  One year we came home from Christmas Eve service and our house 
had no power. Our daughters were all 4 and under and the power company said 
they had no estimated time of recovery. We had to pack the van up with all our 
presents and drive to stay with my parents for the night because our house was 
freezing. The girls were so worried that Santa wouldn't be able to find us! 
Christmas morning we woke up and saw that he found us at grandma and 
grandpa's house! It was stressful at the time, but it was really nice to share 
Christmas morning as a big family.  
Ms. Bade:  Every year, I would go to Disney World in Florida with all my extended 
family!  Santa even would visit us there and drop off our presents where we 
were staying.  
Mrs. Dawes: My favorite Christmas memory is the year Tim and I rented a 
condominium in Estes Park, Colorado.  We enjoyed snowshoeing, cross country 
skiing, and relaxing while watching the snow fall over the Big Thompson River.  
Mrs. Ratke:  Running down the stairs when I was little and seeing all the 
beautifully wrapped Christmas presents and tree shining bright.  
Mrs. Boyle:  I cherish all of my Christmas memories, but often recall the times 
when my extended family would go to my grandmother’s house and stay late into 
the night.  When we were driving home one night, I remember seeing what I 
thought was Santa’s sleigh with Rudolph in the lead.  Never stop believing!  
 



Staff Spotlight  
 
Ms. Wharff:  My favorite Christmas memories are time spent with family.  On 
Christmas Eve, we usually all go to midnight Mass together.  When we get home, 
we pick one present to unwrap before going to bed.  It’s like a Christmas 
morning sneak peek! : ) 
Mr. Garbutt:  My favorite Christmas memories are when my Grandpa and 
Grandma would spend the night on Christmas Eve and spend Christmas morning 
with us.  
Mrs. Wright:  My favorite Christmas memories are when my children were little 
and they would come down the stairs on Christmas morning to see the gifts that 
Santa left for them.  Such excitement, wonder and joy! 
Ms. Jennings:  My favorite memory of Christmas is when I was little and Santa 
came to our house on a snowmobile and came inside and delivered our presents.  
Mrs. Haiss:  My favorite Christmas memory is when my daughter, Mary, was the 
baby Jesus at the Christmas Eve Children’s Mass.  That night, Father Harvey 
baptized her in front of all the children gathered around the altar to hear about 
the birth of Jesus.  It was a very special night! 
Mrs. Salzano:  When my older sisters grew up and moved out, it was just mom 
and I decorating the tree for a few years.  Those were very special memories.  
Mr. Schmit:  Last Christmas, when Addison woke up her sister, Aidan, on 
Christmas morning and held her hand as they walked down the steps.  She 
sweetly talked to Aidan as they approached the tree and helped her open her 
first present before she opened any of her own.  


