
St. John the Evangelist Catholic School 

Jet Gazette Newsletter 

September 20, 2019 

News and Views from Mr. Schmit 
 

“Consider this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. Each must do as already determined, without sadness or compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  2 
Corinthians 9: 6-8 
 

I would like to take a moment this week to chat with you about volunteering. But first, I want to thank you for your 
patience during Applefest Loop. It is obvious that I do not have a degree in traffic flow patterns, but I appreciate all of 
our drivers taking the extra time to ensure our students were safe during pick up and drop off for those seven days. I 
also want to extend a huge thank you and congratulations to Miriam and Ryan Sage for directing a successful 
Applefest 2019! I am grateful to all of our families who spent time during the weekend volunteering. I know Applefest 
2020 is still a year away but begin to think about ways you can help out and support St. John’s biggest fundraiser 
next September. I know my family has thoroughly enjoyed working the Pancake Breakfast over the last four years. 
While flipping and stacking pancakes, we have been able to get to know more school families outside of our 
daughter’s grade level.  Just so you are aware, we will be revisiting the volunteer hour policy and we plan to allow 
families to count Applefest hours towards a portion of their required school volunteer hours once again. Stay tuned 
for more details.  
 

Applefest is a huge undertaking but it is not the only area where the school and parish needs assistance. We have a 
host of other happenings throughout the school year. Please take time to review the volunteer sheet that your 
student brought home yesterday or today. One area of particular need is our athletics program. Please contact 
Katherine Carah, our Athletic Director, if you want to help our athletic program in any capacity. We still have a need 
for a concessions chair, as well as a need for ticket sales. The concessions chair receives tuition credit, just so you 
are aware. If you cannot help with athletics, please consider contacting Michelle Pagnani to join our awesome 
Parent School Association. So many of our events are organized and supported by the efforts of the PSA, including 
the annual PSA Auction. Kelly Ahn is chairing this year’s auction and is looking for a host of energetic and creative 
people to make sure that we experience another successful auction.  
 

I could utilize the rest of my allotted space to highlight all of the opportunities we have for families to get involved 
within the life of the school. Please prayerfully consider a volunteer opportunity and fill out the form that came home 
with your student. Please return the form to your student’s homeroom teacher. Please note that volunteer forms 
were given to all students but each family only needs to fill out one form.  
 

I thank you all for supporting Catholic education at St. John the Evangelist. We are off to a great start to the 2019-20 
school year. Let us all continue working together and supporting one another as we inspire our children to grow as 
students and disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 

God bless, 
 

Mr. Schmit 

Our Mission:  St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is a faith-based community dedicated to teaching, learning, and living as Jesus did.   

Prayer for Grandparents 
 

Heavenly Father, may saints Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of your Son, Jesus, be an everlasting model for 
grandparents.  Your Wisdom and Word are eternal, meant for all generations.  Help grandparents, we pray, as they pass on 
the rich traditions of the faith to their beloved family members, especially their grandchildren.  We are all your children.  Help 
us to know you better each day, ultimately leading us, with our family members, into eternal life with you.  AMEN 



  PARENT CALENDAR 
  September 
Wed 25 Grandparents Mass 8:20 AM—Details to come 

next week 

Thurs 26 Prayer Service 2:45 PM 

  October 
Wed 2 NO All School Mass—Priests at Convocation 

Sun 13 Protecting God’s Children Training  

AUCTION 2020 UPDATE 
From Auction Chair Kelly Ahn 

  
 
It was so heartwarming to see all the St . John families 
volunteering this past weekend at Applefest!  When you receive 
your volunteer form at home, please consider how your family 
can help at this year’s St John Auction.  There is something for 
EVERYONE!  

 
If you have any questions, please contact Kelly Ahn: 
kahn@stout.com 

 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE: 
 

February 22, 2020 

Daily Drop Off and Pick Up Procedures 
 

Please remember that K-8 Drop 
Off starts daily at 7:40 AM.  Any 
students dropped off prior to 7:40 
AM will be sent to Jets Club and 
charged a fee.   There is no 
supervision for students prior to 

7:40 AM, so students will be sent to Jets Club for safety 
reasons.  
 
After school, ALL students are sent to the loop or Jets 
Club.  There is no lobby pickup with the exception of 
Preschool 3.  Any students in the lobby after 3:30 PM will 
be sent to the loop and then to Jets Club if they have not 
been picked up.  Jet Club fees will apply.  Students are 
not permitted to wait in the lobby due to weather.  If there 
is a weather emergency, all students will be held in the 
building until the emergency is over.  Otherwise,  all 
students will be sent to the loop.  

Protecting God’s Children  
Virtus Training 

 
All St. John School volunteers are required to take the 
Virtus training.  There is an upcoming session being held 
right here at St. John in Fenton.  
 

Sunday, October 13th 
1 PM 

 
Please register at virtus.org.  Call the school office for 

registration information.  

Grandparents Mass 
September 25th  

 
In honor of Grandparents Day , we will be 
prayerfully remembering our deceased and living 
grandparents at our school Mass on Wednesday, 
September 25. We invite all  

grandparents to join us at Mass.  Mass will begin at 8:20 AM. 
Students will walk over to church with their class and join their 
grandparents in the pews.  The PSA invites grandparents to a 
reception after mass in the gathering space.  

DRAMA CLUB NEWS 
 
The Drama Club is inviting 2nd and 3rd 
grade students to be a part of the chorus 
in our production of The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever Musical.  Practices are 
every Wednesday after school until 5 
PM.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Melanie McPeake at 810-516-
3755.  

News from the Art Department 
 
Mrs. Stickel has many exciting things 
planned for this year.  She is looking for the 

following items if you have extras at home:   

 Yarn for weaving projects 

 Fabric for an all grade sewing unit (Fleeces are best 
for new fiber artists, but any fabric can be used) 

 Paper towel/toilet paper rolls  (Just keep sending 
these in for ART and STEAM) 

 
Stay tuned for information about Artsonia, an exciting 
way for parents to view student artwork online.  

 
Please return the blue 

Parent Volunteer Form sent 
home this week.  

mailto:kahn@stout.com


Thank You:  

 To our families for your HUGE support of Applefest!   
 To Mr. Ronthi for fixing our popcorn machine!  Everyone was so happy to have our first popcorn day of the year!  
Congrats:  
 To Sarah Learman (7th grade) for winning the Apple Pie Contest at Applefest.   

 

 ON A PERSONAL NOTE... 

Building Foundations of 
Faith 

 
As Catholic parents, we are called to provide moral 
education and spiritual growth for our children.  What 
better example than to learn and grow in faith 
yourself? Visit this Jet Gazette feature weekly for 
thoughts, articles, and tips to strengthen and deepen 
your understanding of our Catholic faith.   
 
 

 
Celebrating Sunday as a Catholic Family 

 
Last week, we listened to the parable of the lost 
sheep and focused on the joy of returning to 
God.  It was suggested to go as a family to 
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.   If you 
need a refresher, please read, “Busted Halo’s 
Guide to Confession.”  You can also find  other 
confession resources on this page.  
 

 
Today’s #microchallenge from 

bustedhalo.com 
 

Take a walk outside today and look for the 
signs of fall.  

 
 

To stay up to date with parish events, here 
is a link to the weekly parish bulletin:  https://

stjohnfenton.org/bulletins  

St. john jets 

Athletic news 

 

Upcoming Athletic Events 

 
7/8 Football 

 
Sept. 25 vs. Beecher    5pm @ Powers 
Oct. 2  vs. Hamady    5pm @ Hamady 
 

5/6 Flag Football 
Sept. 22 vs. St. Robert/St. Pius   1:30pm @ Powers 
Sept. 29 vs. Holy Rosary   1:30pm @ Powers 

 
7/8 Girls Basketball 

 
Sept. 25 vs. Holy Family Panthers  5pm @ St. John 
Sept. 28 vs. Holy Family Gold   9 am @ Powers 
Oct. 2 vs. Holy Family Blue   5pm @ St. John 
 

5/6 Girls Basketball 
 

Sept. 26  vs. Holy Family Gold   7pm @ St. Matt 
Sept. 30 vs. Bishop Kelley   6pm @ St. Robert 
Oct. 3 vs. Holy Family Panthers   5pm @ Holy Family 
 

Cross Country 
 

Sept. 24 vs. Fenton and Grand Blanc  4:15pm @ Silver Lk Pk 

 

HELP WANTED  
 

We are in need of a concessions chairperson for this school year.  
This is a position that receives tuition credit.  Responsibilities 
include coordinating concessions volunteers and shopping and 
restocking concessions items.  Please let us know if you are 
interested.   
 
Help is needed at the 7/8th grade football games:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054EABAD23A3FA7-78football   
 
Looking ahead...We are looking for a 7/8th grade volleyball coach.  
Practices will start in late October.   

https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/busted-halos-guide-confession
https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/busted-halos-guide-confession
https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins
https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054EABAD23A3FA7-78football


 
Staff Spotlight  

 
While most of us are already in a “FALL” state of 
mind, there are still two days left of summer.  We 
hope your last summer weekend is full of fun...it looks like the weather is 
going to feel like summer.  As we prepare to say goodbye to another 
summer, we asked our staff members to share their favorite memories of 
this summer.   
 
Mrs. Farella:  Learning to sail a 32 foot sailboat in Grand Traverse Bay 
Mrs. Roche:  Exploring the City of Brotherly Love with my 
family...cheesesteaks!! 
Mrs. Wright:  Spending time in Chicago and Milwaukee with my family 
Mrs. Ratke:  Spending time with my family 
Mrs. Stickel:  Going to the Lower Tahquamenon Falls with my family and 
our best friends to play on the island and dive under the waterfalls 
Mrs. Whitney:  Spending quality time with my sons 
Mrs. Custodio:  Going to Boston with my family 
Mrs. Salzano:  Celebrating my first wedding anniversary with Mr. Salzano 
Mrs. Haiss:  Spending time on the beach in Hilton Head with my family 
AND watching my son and his friends graduate from high school 
Ms. Feazel:  Taking my niece on her first tube ride 
Mr. Garbutt:  Going to Kalahari with my family and watching my boys go 
down the same slides over and over again 
Ms. Jennings:  Visiting the Andy Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh 
Mrs. Adams:  Having family in town for the 4th of July and my girls’ trip to 
North Carolina with friends from grade school and high school 
Ms. Wharff:  Camping on the shores of Lake Superior 
Mr. Schmit:  Schmitfest and taking my ladies to Steelers Camp 


