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News and Views from Mr. Schmit 

Greetings, 
  
Praise God that Fr. Ryan is home from the hospital and is resting and recovering. The entire parish office and ministry staff continues to be in 
self-quarantine until mid next week. Please continue to pray for Fr. Ryan who doesn’t expect to return to ministry until June 1 at the 
earliest.  He assures me that he is trying to “Stay Awesome!” 
  
I want to begin this week by apologizing for not being explicitly clear with St. John School’s plans for the end of the school year, plans for our 
Summer Learning opportunities and plan for reopening the Fall. In the beginning of this mess, I emailed you with updates but when we 
decided to continue with the Jet Gazette, I decided to use this platform as my main communication piece. I want to assure you that plans are 
ongoing for the end of the year, for Summer Learning, and the Fall but it is extremely difficult to communicate these things to everyone 
because my plans have been changing and, in some cases, changing daily. I hope that someday soon I can be like Colonel “Hannibal” Smith 
from the “A Team,” and with a cigar in between my teeth, exclaim, “I love it when a plan comes together.” In the meantime we will forge on 
ahead and roll with the proverbial punches of change as we plan for what’s to come. 
  
Next, I want to recap the end of the year decision. Several weeks ago, the Diocese of Lansing recommended that we end our school year 
earlier than planned so schools can utilize the summer weeks for professional development, for cleaning and prepping the school for next 
school year, to give summer learning opportunities to students, and to be ready for whatever directives might be handed down from the State. 
The principals of the GCCS all agreed that we will end instruction on May 28, with the last official day of school being June 5. Powers Catholic 
was the stand alone, deciding to finish school on May 22 (Powers Catholic started school on August 19, while most started on August 26). I 
want to quickly let you know that we are planning an 8th Grade Honk Out in the Church parking lot on May 29 at 4pm and a drive through, end 
of year parade through the parking lot on June 5 at 4pm. We are also in the midst of adapting the traditional 8th grade celebration activities 
into our current reality. We will share these plans soon.  
  
As it stands for today, Friday, May 15, the 2020-21 first day of school will be August 24, with teachers reporting for PD the week of August 17. 
I know this is a different date than reported earlier, but as stated above, things-be-a-changing by the day.  
  
This summer is going to be different, that goes without saying, but especially for learning opportunities offered by the school. These 
opportunities will  come with no charge and will be optional, with the hope that we can provide our students an extension of this school year 
while bridging to the next. The faculty is in the midst of planning “Summer Learning,” obviously not knowing which Phase of the Governor’s 
Reopening Plan we will be in during June-August. Teachers will begin their summer learning with GCCS provided professional development 
the week of June 15. I hope to have a schedule rolled out soon. Please be patient with us as we look ahead to provide our students with 
learning opportunities that will help to decrease the learning gaps that most of our students will face because of the pandemic.  
  
Earlier today, I sent out a link to a GCCS Survey. Please take a moment to fill out this important form as we continue to frame our plans for 
next school year. We all need to embrace that the first day of school will more than likely be different at St. John School, than in years past. 
What will school look like in the fall? We need to be prepared for social distancing expectations to be carried out in our schools. I have formed 
a St. John Fall Reopening Planning committee and we will obviously be taking on the tremendous task of planning for another abnormal 
school year. I will also be participating in a GCCS 2020-21 planning session next week. When I have more information, that is slightly more 
clear than mud, I will share it with you.  
  
The Open Enrollment period for the 2020-21 school year continues. If you or someone you know is interested in the school, please email me 

(aschmit@stjohnfenton.com) and we can set up a time to talk or maybe do some sort of “virtual tour” of the school.   

Finally, I want to focus on the readings for this weekend’s Mass. Why do we hope? We hope because we believe in something more. We are 
called to be a people of hope, who do not let situations distract us from our focus on the hope of the resurrection. We continue to be a people 
of hope even though there seems to be reason to worry, reason to despair. We could focus on the growing mountain of negative things that 
are happening to us, individually and as a whole. However, because of Easter we can offer that mountain to God and work toward bringing His 
message of hope and love to the world around us. I feel this hope from our parish staff who encourage, pray, and prepare for the reopening of 
the parish. I feel a deep sense of hope from the school staff and school families as we all progress toward the conclusion of the school year 
and whatever the future of reopening the school holds for us. I continue to be encouraged by the St. John parish community and look forward 
to when we can be together once again.  
  
“Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope… (1 Peter 
3:15-16)  
  
Praise God for Hope! 
  
Andrew Schmit  

Our Mission:  St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is a faith-based community dedicated to teaching, learning, and living as Jesus did.   
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Food Service Update 

 
If you are in a situation where you are in need of 
meals for your children, please contact the office.  
We will help you coordinate a time and place for 
food distribution.   
 

Additionally, if you have experienced a change in 

your income, you may qualify for the free and 

reduced meal program for this school year.  If your 

family qualifies, this will carry over into the 

beginning of the 2020-2021 school year.  Please 

fill out an online application at lunchapp.com.  If 

you have any questions, please contact Mrs. 

Davidson at ddavidson@stjohnfenton.com.. 

 
Crim Foundation Mindfulness Initiative 

 
The Crim Foundation Mindfulness Initiative has put 
together an array of free recourses for our community 
during this stressful time.  There are adult options, and 
they have recently added youth options, for little ones 
and teens!  Please check it out on their website:   

 
https://crim.org/mindfulness-resources/  

  

TUITION ASSISTANCE 
 
If you are facing financial hardship due to the pandemic, it is not too 
late to apply for tuition assistance from the St. John Scholarship 
Fund.  At this time, the window for Diocesan Grants has closed.   
Families interested in Tuition Assistance for the 2020-2021 school 
year should use the Facts Management Link provided below to 
apply: 
 

https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3YS8Q 

 
Please note the following requirements: 

 You must provide your 2019 W-2 forms AND a copy of your tax 
returns from either 2019 or 2018. 

 There is a processing fee of $30.  

 This application is only available online.  There are no paper 
applications. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact the school office.  

In Case You Missed It… 

 
Your teachers miss you all so very much! Watch this video that was 
posted a couple weeks ago featuring the St. John staff.  
 

Click HERE for video.  

Free to a Good 

Home 
 

One of our St. John 
families is looking to find a 
new home for their guinea 
pig.  He is about 6 months 
old and his cage is 
included.  If you are 
interested, please email 
Julie Henry at 
juliekiwayne@gmail.com. 
 

https://crim.org/mindfulness-resources/
https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3YS8Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JEhgH-dFOE&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR2d8PXU637qy4YaQpmxBQCix3yy0BXlnZ4sB3RXb81t3RQDUAHRosHRsRQ


Prayers: 
 For an end to the COVID-19 pandemic 
 For all who are suffering from the coronavirus to recover 
 For the health and safety of health care workers and all essential workers, especially for those in our SJS 

family.  
 For all who have lost their jobs due to the pandemic 
 For strength for Father Robert and Father Ryan as they continue to shepherd their flock while being physically separated 

from them 
 For political leaders, that they make wise decisions that create unity 
 For the Garbutt family on the passing of Mr. Garbutt’s grandmother and Elijah’s great-grandmother, Donnia Beaudoin  
 

 Thank you:  
 To the PSA for delivering signs and goodies to the homes of the SJS staff.  We appreciate your endless love and support for 

our school. 
 To our SJS families for showering our staff with love during Teacher Appreciation Week.  Thank you for filling our hearts 

even when we cannot be together.  
 
If you have a prayer request for the Jet Gazette, please let Mrs. Haiss know.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 ON A PERSONAL NOTE... 

Building Foundations of Faith 
 

.   

Today’s #microchallenge from bustedhalo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To stay up to date with parish events, here is a link to the weekly parish bulletin:  https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins  

Great work, 3rd 
Graders, on your 

Story of our Nation 
project!! Check out the 

story on our school 
Facebook page! 

https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins


 

Staff Spotlight 
 

If you  could travel anywhere, where would you go?  
 

Mrs. Stickel:  My dream trip is to Egypt to see the 
pyramids in person or to England to visit Stonehenge. I 
want to stand in places of such historical significance 

and innovative architecture.   
Mr. Garbutt:  Selfishly I say Scotland so I could golf, lots of golf. The smart answer 
should be Italy because my wife wants to go there and if we went together she would be 
so happy. Or Disney because my kids would have so much fun as would my wife. So, I guess 
Disney it is!  
Ms. Feazel:  I have always wanted to go to the Greek Islands. 
Mrs. Boyle:  I've always wanted to travel to Ireland.  The landscape is beautiful and the 
culture rich.  I'd be surrounded by fellow Irish fans, too! Right now, I settle for a safe trip 
to the grocery store to get out of the house!  
Mrs. Farella:  I would love to go to Ireland and then go back to Tuscany, Italy 
again.  
Mrs. Dawes:  I would tour Europe; Italy, Germany, Austria, Ireland, just to name a few 
places.  
Mrs. Roche:  The beach! 
Mrs. Salzano:  Disney!  Any of the enchanted Disney themes parks will do.  I love Disney!  
Ms. Jennings:  If I could travel anywhere for a vacation, I would go diving at the Great 
Barrier Reef in the Coral Sea, off the coast of Australia :)  
Mrs. Custodio:  Truly, at this point, I would not be picky! :) Anywhere warm with a beach 
would be fabulous.   
Ms. Wharff:  I would love to drive to the UP and sit in my favorite spot along 
the shores of Lake Superior.  I sure could use the calming sounds of the waves breaking 
and the warmth of the sunshine right about now! 
Mrs. Adams:  If I could travel anywhere for vacation, I would travel to Italy and 
specifically to Rome to see the Vatican and all the sites around there.  
Mrs. Haiss:  I would love to travel back to Italy with my whole family.  There really is no 
better place.  I also would love to go somewhere south to a warm, relaxing, sandy beach.  
The Amalfi Coast in Italy would be the best of both worlds.  
Mrs. Davidson:  I would love to go to Key West with my whole entire family!! 
To sit by the water in my lawn chair, a drink in my hand and my sweet kiddos and husband 
by my side, sounds absolutely perfect!! 
Mr. Schmit:  We had to cancel our Spring Break trip to Disney World so I will stick with 
this for the sake of my girls.  


