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News and Views from Mr. Schmit 

Greetings, 
  

It has been a “wild” beginning to March is Reading month (and only three weeks until Spring Break!) The staff and 
students have been decorating our hallways, doors, and lockers in the “Wild About Reading” theme. Come and 
check it out.  
  

In our readings this weekend we hear “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you.” We also hear “He 
saved us and called us to a holy life,” and finally, “Rise and do not be afraid.” The Transfiguration story has always 
been a peculiar one for me because of the reaction of the Apostles. They didn’t know what to do with themselves but 
they knew they were experiencing something profound, yet, they didn’t know how to express what they were 
experiencing. It is something to think about because we experience the profound, life-changing revelation of God at 
the altar at each mass. We are called to holiness, to trust, to grow as disciples of Jesus. This weekend at Mass, I 
invite all of us to open our minds and hearts to God’s profound love, so God can move us in our individual faith 
journey. 
  

Speaking of being moved, I am still overwhelmed by the financial, spiritual, physical and emotional support that our 
school community showed with the PSA auction. The PSA, the auction committee, the homeroom parents, the staff 
and faculty, and all in attendance did so much to make the event highly successful. We are hoping to report the final 
numbers soon, so thank you for your patience as we are finalizing the remaining details. We were able to rally 
together around all that makes St. John School an amazing community.  
  

We focus so often on the academic and spiritual development of our students but we cannot forget about the social 
and emotional development. In the fall, Kasey Cronin held a parent night for St. John families to instruct how we can 
help our children navigate through their social interactions and give us practical ways to help with peer to peer 
conflict. Many who attended expressed interest in giving Mrs. Cronin more opportunities for deeper conversation. 
Mrs. Cronin will host a middle school parent discussion on Thursday, March 19 and a Kindergarten to fifth 
grade on Tuesday, March 24. Both events will begin at 6 PM in the school’s library. All parents will also receive the 
book Mrs. Cronin will focus on, entitled “Unselfie.” We hope to see you there.  
  

Finally, our New Family and Kindergarten Round Up Open House will be Thursday, March 12, from 5:30 to 7:30. 
In conjunction with this event, we will also have a STEAM Night for our current families. Please come and check out 
the various STEAM activities that will be set up around the school. Invite your friends and family to come and 
experience what St. John School has to offer. 
  

Have a great weekend and God bless, 
  

Andrew Schmit 

Our Mission:  St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is a faith-based community dedicated to teaching, learning, and living as Jesus did.   

A Prayer for Lenten Grace 
 
Loving God, During the sacred season of Lent, bring me closer to you. Prepare a place in my home and heart for 
silence and solitude, so that I may rediscover the grace of  a prayerful life.  Help me to fast from those things that 
threaten the well-being of body and soul and remind me of the grace of simplicity.  Enlarge my heart so that I give to 
those in need and, in doing so, rediscover the grace of gratitude and generosity.  May this season be a grace-filled 
time to rekindle my love for you and my faith in you. AMEN 



  PARENT CALENDAR 

  March 
Sat 7 Happy Birthday Mrs. Boyle! 

Sun 8 Spring Forward One Hour! Daylight Savings 
Time 

Mon 9 Happy Birthday Mrs. Cislo! 

Tues 10 Happy Birthday Mrs. Anderson!  

Thurs 12 New Family Open House and Kindergarten 
Roundup—5:30 to 7:30 PM 

Thurs 19 Prayer Service Hosted by 2nd Grade: 2:45 PM 

Fri 20 Stations of the Cross– 2 PM 

Fri 27 Spring Break Begins at End of Day –3:30 PM   
Dismissal 

St. john jets 

Athletic news 

 

Upcoming Athletic Events 
 
 

7/8 Boys Basketball 
 

 
Mar 7 vs St. Robert Blue   10 AM @ Powers 
 

5/6 Boys Basketball (Green) 
  

Mar 9 vs Holy Family Gold   6 PM @ Holy Family 
 

5/6 Boys Basketball (Yellow)  
 

Mar 9 vs Holy Family Blue  5 PM @ Holy Family 

New Family Open House and 
Kindergarten Roundup 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 12th 
5:30 PM to 7:30 PM 

 
Help us spread the word!  

March Jeans Days 

 
This year, all proceeds from our March jeans days will 
go to benefit Catholic Charities in Flint.  Our staff and 
students were very moved during Catholic Schools 
Week when Vicky Schultz (president and CEO of Catholic 
Charities in Shiawassee and Genesee counties) brought to our 
attention the continued need of the Flint community.   
 

How do our March Jeans Days work?  
 

Students may pay $1 for the privilege of wearing 
jeans on certain days in March.  Jeans should be free 
with rips and tears.  A uniform shirt must still be worn.  
This is valid on all Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Thursdays in March.  All students should be in full St. 
John uniform on Wednesdays for All School masses.  
Students do not need to pay on Fridays which are 

already regular spiritwear days.  Students may pay daily.  If you 
wish to pay for all days in advance, the cost is $12 for students in 
K-8.   



AUCTION 2020 UPDATE 

 
Greetings!!   

The BUZZ and EXCITEMENT from this year’s auction event 
continues to linger among the halls of St John School and in 
the hearts of our valued supporters, students, teachers and 
staff.  WE ARE SO THRILLED that everyone had a great 
time and enjoyed their evening at Lights, Camera, 
AUCTION!  Thank you for your patience as we ‘dot our i’s 
and cross our t’s’ on the administrative side to bring you the 
final results of this record-breaking year!  Please be sure to 
review your winnings from the night and begin to coordinate 
your prizes with teachers and staff, take advantage of gift 
cards and certificates and collect any forgotten items in the 
school office.   

Just because auction night has past does not mean the FUN 
is over! If you played the JET PUNCH game at our event you 
may recall you were entered into an additional raffle to win a 
pair of gorgeous diamond earrings compliments of our 
generous sponsor, Medawar Jewelers.  Thanks to our office 
staff for picking the lucky winner and CONGRATULATIONS 
to Mrs. Kelli Doherty for scoring this dazzling prize!!   

THANK YOU for your support of Lights, Camera, 
AUCTION!!!  

DONATIONS NEEDED 
 

ART 
 

Mrs. Stickel’s art classes are focusing on different types of 
needle work and fiber arts exploration, such as sewing and 
embroidery.  These are not only good skills to have, but they 
help with fine motor skill growth and 
mastery.   
 
Grades 2-5 will be creating and sewing their 
own stuffed animal/monster pillows.  Middle 
school students will be creating 
embroidered wall hanging self-portraits.  To 
help with these projects, we are looking for 
donations of fleece, felt, fiber fill, and 
embroidery floss.  If you have any extras of 
these items, please send them in to the 
office.   
 

STEAM 
 

Mrs. Custodio is requesting donations of 2-liter plastic bottles.  
No other sizes are needed at this time.  If you have any clean, 
empty bottles, please send them to the office.  



Thank you: 
 To the parents who helped with our 5th grade lung dissections.   

 
If you have a prayer request for the Jet Gazette, please let Mrs. Haiss know.  
 
 

 ON A PERSONAL NOTE... 

Building Foundations of Faith 
 

As Catholic parents, we are called to provide moral education and spiritual growth for our children.  What better example than to learn and grow in faith 
yourself? Visit this Jet Gazette feature weekly for thoughts, articles, and tips to strengthen and deepen your understanding of our Catholic faith.   

 
Eucharistic Miracles 

As part of our Catholic faith, we believe in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.  This means that we fully believe 
that the body and blood of Jesus have taken the place of bread and wine during the consecration at Mass.  Watch this amazing 
video, “The Veil Removed,” to see a portrayal of what happens during the Holy Sacrifice at the Altar.  Each Sunday from now 
until Palm Sunday, the parish will highlight one of the many Eucharistic miracles recognized by the Catholic Church.  Last 
week, the focus was the Eucharistic Miracle of Mogoro.  To read more about this miracle, click here.  

 
Today’s #microchallenge from bustedhalo.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To stay up to date with parish events, here is a link to the weekly parish bulletin:  https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins  

https://catholicsay.com/the-veil-removed-powerful-film-reveals-how-heaven-miraculously-joins-earth-at-mass/?fbclid=IwAR3DXq_Wvm-Arwd1sCoIYXc0QqCDay6FQXPG_1aXrh-N0E178prXvJO5X
https://files.constantcontact.com/ebdbe08e601/79033a3c-4fe1-4437-b5f6-c50ae7370cd6.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ebdbe08e601/36ce4260-2b95-4d29-afc6-92faaeef765d.pdf
https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins


 

Staff Spotlight 
 

What is a book that has had a significant impact 
on your life?  

 
Mrs. Salzano:  One of my favorite books for almost 17 years 
is “The Time Traveler’s Wife” by Audrey Niffenegger.  It’s 
so much better than the movie, but I still love the movie.   
Mrs. Roche:  Although “Anne of Green Gables” is my 
favorite, “Charlotte’s Web” has always been special to me.  I 
have very vivid memories of my favorite aunt visiting from 
New York and reading it to us before she got sick.  
Mrs. Stickel:  One of my favorite childhood books was 
Matilda by Roald Dahl. It's a story about a neglected and bullied little girl who finds out she has 
the power to move things with her mind. I would read a chapter before bed and then pray when I 
woke up I would have powers like Matilda and the courage to stand up to bullies the way that 
she did. I never got the powers unfortunately, but Matilda taught me to always use my voice to 
stand up for those who cannot, and use my real powers, like kindness and understanding, to help 
people in need.  
Mrs. Boyle:  My favorite children's book is Love You Forever. My mom read this to me and I am 
now enjoying reading it to Natalie.  My favorite book from high school is The Great Gatsby. I 
love the imagery and era the story depicts.   
Mrs. Adams:  I love to read, so I have a lot of favorites.  I have a read a lot of Holocaust books 
because I teach that subject matter, but one I read a couple years ago was really good:  “The 
Storyteller” by Jodi Picoult.   
Mrs. Dawes:  The small but powerful book “The Imitation of Christ” is a daily reminder to follow 
the life of Christ.  
Mrs. Haiss:  I’m not typically a reader of non-fiction books, but one book that has stuck with me 
for many years is “Big Russ and Me” by the late Tim Russert.  It is the story of his childhood in 
Buffalo, growing up in a Catholic family, and the lessons and values passed down from his father, 
“Big Russ.”  
Ms. Wharff:  When I was a little girl, I LOVED listening to my mom read fairy tales to my brother 
and I.  My love of reading started when I was little sitting in my mother’s lap.  I love sharing 
favorite stories with our kinders! 
Mr. Garbutt:  Harry Potter is a book that means a lot to me. I remember standing in line when 
they would come out and then immediately reading them. For the record, and I know no one 
asked, the books are way better than the movies. 


