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News and Views from Mr. Schmit 
 

This morning at Mass and during Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament with our middle school, I was struck with the 
awesome realization that today’s Gospel passage is a wonderful example of how our faith journey is no different 
than how we want our students to learn. Please bear with me a moment as I explain. 
 

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus asks his Apostles the question, “Who do you say that I am?” This is a loaded question. The 
answer of knowing Jesus involves two interconnected levels of knowledge. The first level being the facts, such as  
those that we recite in the Creed. The second level is the spiritual experience knowledge we acquire from a personal 
encounter with Jesus through prayer, reading the Gospels, the Eucharist, and so forth. What’s interesting to note 
about this particular Gospel is how Jesus, after Peter answers “The Christ of God,” directs his Apostles to not tell 
anyone of his true identity until after his Passion, Death, and Resurrection. Wait. What? Why is Jesus cautioning his 
closest followers to be quiet about his identity. The reason being is that the Twelve knew who he was in their minds 
because of what they had been taught, but they would not know who he truly was until they had an authentic 
encounter with Christ. Their knowledge would expand from being simply of the mind to being knowledge of the mind 
and heart. Once knowledge went from the mind to the heart, authentic learning and growth occurred.  
 

How does the Gospel “Who do you say that I am” relate to learning? Bear with me as I make the connection. Most of 
our students have completed the first round of MAP testing. The NWEA MAP test is an essential tool because it 
allows teachers to measure student learning by utilizing growth data. Growth data allows educators to strategically 
focus instructional strategies and interventions and adjust accordingly. Growth Data is not just another trendy 
educational term. Rather, it is a drastic paradigm shift that is meaningful and worthwhile. I know full well how many 
of us adults within our school community are products of an education system that focused on letter grades, GPAs, 
and standardized test scores.  Back in the day (old man voice) what did all of those grades at the end of a semester 
really convey? That we had done our assignments, studied, regurgitated some things for a test. Essentially grades 
are cute (I understand the importance of grades, please understand. I’m simply trying to make a point here). When 
we were young and in school, we had plenty of that fact (head knowledge) occurring. However, with growth data, 
educators, students, and parents can see that knowledge is going from simply being learned facts to knowledge that 
is experienced and expressed over time, that is tracked, and utilized to deepen understanding and learning. So as 
the learning becomes deeper and more meaningful students are like the Apostles, who not only knew who Jesus 
was, but experienced his true identity through their encounter with His passion, death, and resurrection. Make 
sense? I hope so because now my head hurts.  
 

Thank you for following along. Please contact me if you have any questions, concerns, or want to discuss the above 
ramblings.  
 

God Bless, 
Mr. Schmit 
 
https://www.thegraidenetwork.com/blog-all/2018/8/1/retiring-the-red-pen-shifting-attention-from-grades-to-learning  

Our Mission:  St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is a faith-based community dedicated to teaching, learning, and living as Jesus did.   

Feast Day of St. Vincent de Paul 
Today is the feast day of St. Vincent de Paul.  St. Vincent de Paul is the patron saint of charitable societies and 
is mainly known for his charity and work with the poor.  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul was founded in 
1833 and is widely recognized for its service to the poor.  St. John Catholic School works with our own local 
St. Vincent de Paul food pantry every year to collect food for local families in need.  “Lord, help me to make 
time today to serve you in those who are most in need of encouragement or assistance.” -St. Vincent de Paul 

https://www.thegraidenetwork.com/blog-all/2018/8/1/retiring-the-red-pen-shifting-attention-from-grades-to-learning


  PARENT CALENDAR 
  October 
Wed 2 NO All School Mass—Priests at Convocation 

Fri 4 Annual Pet Blessing-8:15 AM 

Fri 4 Popcorn Day 

Sun 6 Respect Life Sunday 

Mon 7 Picture Retake Day 

Wed 9 All School Mass 8:20 AM 

Fri 11 No School for Students-DOL Teacher PD 

Sun 13 Protecting God’s Children Training  

Mon 21 Happy Birthday  Mrs. Whitney!  

Thurs 24 Trunk or Treat-Stay tuned for more details 

AUCTION 2020 UPDATE 
From Auction Chair Kelly Ahn 

  
 
Have you thought about how YOU can help out at this year’s 
auction?  We are looking for individuals who are familiar with 
computer applications or computer software, volunteers with IT 
knowledge, those who enjoy working with computers, graphic 
artists or SJS friends with a flair for creativity.  Share your talents 
and treasures with the 2020 Auction Committee.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Kelly Ahn: kahn@stout.com 

 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE: 
 

February 22, 2020 

Protecting God’s Children  
Virtus Training 

 
All St. John School volunteers are required to take the 
Virtus training.  There is an upcoming session being held 
right here at St. John in Fenton.  
 

Sunday, October 13th 
1 PM 

 
Please register at virtus.org.  Call the school office for 

registration information.  

DRAMA CLUB NEWS 
 
The Drama Club is inviting 2nd and 3rd 
grade students to be a part of the chorus 
in our production of The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever Musical.  Practices are 
every Wednesday after school until 5 
PM.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Melanie McPeake at 810-516-
3755.  

News from the Art Department 
 
Mrs. Stickel has many exciting things 
planned for this year.  She is looking for the 

following items if you have extras at home:   

 Yarn for weaving projects 

 Fabric for an all grade sewing unit (Fleeces are best 
for new fiber artists, but any fabric can be used) 

 Paper towel/toilet paper rolls  (Just 
keep sending these in for ART and 
STEAM) 

 
Stay tuned for information about Art-
sonia, an exciting way for parents to view 
student artwork online.  

PET BLESSING 
 

Join us for our annual Pet Blessing in honor 
of St. Francis of Assisi.  This will take place 
next Friday, October 4th at 8:15 AM in the 
courtyard.  All pets MUST be on a leash or in a cage/crate.  
Also, all pets must go home after the blessing.  For pets 
who do not travel well or families whose schedule does not 
allow you to bring your pet, we encourage your child to 
bring in a picture to be blessed.  A stuffed animal may also 
be brought as a stand-in for a pet.   
 
Students should go to class as normal and will come out 
after announcements to meet parents and pets in the 
courtyard.   

SCHOOL PICTURE INFORMATION 
 
School pictures will be sent home on Monday.  Our 
retake day will be Monday, October 7th, for any 
students who did not have their picture taken or for 
any students who wish to have their picture retaken.  
If your student is getting a retake, please send in the 
photo package you wish to return.  Please note that 
if you ordered a package that included a 
classroom composite, the composite will be 
delivered separately at a later date after all 
students have been photographed and retakes 
are finished.   

mailto:kahn@stout.com


St. john jets 

Athletic news 

 

Upcoming Athletic Events 

 
7/8 Football 

Oct. 2  vs. Hamady    5pm @ Hamady 
Oct. 9 vs. Bendle    5pm @ Powers 
 

5/6 Flag Football 
Sept. 29 vs. Holy Rosary   1:30pm @ Powers 
Oct. 6 vs. Holy Family Panthers   1:30pm @ Powers 
Oct. 6 vs. Holy Family Gold   2:30pm @ Powers 

 
7/8 Girls Basketball 

 
Sept. 28 vs. Holy Family Gold   9 am @ Powers 
Oct. 2 vs. Holy Family Blue   5pm @ St. John 
Oct. 5 vs. Holy Family Panthers   10 am@ Powers 
 

5/6 Girls Basketball 
Sept. 30 vs. Bishop Kelley   6pm @ St. Robert 
Oct. 3 vs. Holy Family Panthers   5pm @ Holy Family 
Oct. 7 vs. Bishop Kelley    5pm @ St. John 
 

Cross Country 

 
 

HELP WANTED  
 

We are in need of a concessions chairperson for this school year.  
This is a position that receives tuition credit.  Responsibilities 
include coordinating concessions volunteers and shopping and 
restocking concessions items.  Please let us know if you are 
interested.   
 
Help is needed at the 7/8th grade football games:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054EABAD23A3FA7-78football   
 
Looking ahead...We are looking for a 7/8th grade volleyball coach.  
Practices will start in late October.   

 
Please return the 

blue Parent 
Volunteer Form by 
next Wednesday!   

Phone Alert 
Testing 

 
Next Tuesday evening, we will be sending out a 
call to test our phone messaging system.  We 
will be testing our phone system for both text 
and voice alerts. We will send an email remind-
er that day.  Please let us know if you do not 
receive the messages.  

Do you have a library card?   

 

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month. 
Click here to download an application for a 
library card from the Genesee District 
Library.    
 

Hope in a Box 
 
Catholic Charities in Flint is asking for extra 
donations of personal care items.  There is a 
shortage of these items on their shelves right 

now.  Some of the items they need include: 
 Soap 
 Shampoo and conditioner 
 Toothpaste 
 Toothbrushes 
 Razors 
 Deodorant 
 
If you have any of these items to donate, please send them to 
school and we will make sure they get to Catholic Charities.  

8th Graders at the Cathedral in Lansing 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054EABAD23A3FA7-78football
https://www.thegdl.org/get-a-library-card


Thank You:  

 To our grandparents and special guests for joining us for mass on Wednesday.  We are so blessed to have you in our lives.   
 To the PSA for providing the reception for our Grandparents Mass.  
 To the Crawford family for donating gourds to the teachers for classroom use.  
 
If you have a prayer request for the Jet Gazette, please let Mrs. Haiss know.  
 

 ON A PERSONAL NOTE... 

Building Foundations of 
Faith 

 
As Catholic parents, we are called to provide moral 
education and spiritual growth for our children.  What 
better example than to learn and grow in faith 
yourself? Visit this Jet Gazette feature weekly for 
thoughts, articles, and tips to strengthen and deepen 
your understanding of our Catholic faith.   
 
 

 
Celebrating Sunday as a Catholic Family 

 
In this Sunday’s gospel, Jesus tells us of the rich 
man who was so selfish that he failed to notice 
the poor man right outside his door.  This is a 
reminder to us that we should be mindful of 
those who are in need and our hearts should 
freely wish to share our gifts with others.  
Discuss with your family ways that you can give 
to those in need.  Let us follow in the footsteps 
of St. Vincent de Paul and know that “to serve 
the poor is to go to God.”  
 
 

 
Today’s #microchallenge from 

bustedhalo.com 
 

Write down five things you’ve always 
wanted to try and add a reminder to your 

calendar to try one each week for the next 
five weeks.  

 
To stay up to date with parish events, here 
is a link to the weekly parish bulletin:  https://

stjohnfenton.org/bulletins  

 
 
 
 
 

We would love to see 
your pictures from 

Grandparents Mass.  
Send them to Mrs. 

Stonehouse at 
cstonehouse@stjohnf

enton.com.  
 

https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins
https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins


 
Staff Spotlight  

 
Monday was the first day of fall and it sure feels 
like it outside today! In the spirit of the changing 
seasons, we asked our staff “What do you love the 
most about fall?” 
 
Mrs. Ratke:  Football 
Mrs. Roche:  College football and quiet weekend nights 
Mrs. Farella:  The changing leaves, cool breezes, warm mugs of cider, and 
cozy sweaters 
Mrs. Wright:  The beautiful colors and a hayride with cider and donuts 
Mrs. Stickel:  It means Halloween is coming!  I can’t wait to see all of your 
costumes!  
Mrs. Salzano:  Sweaters and flannels, pumpkin pie, and colorful trees 
Mrs. Cislo:  Fresh apples and homemade donuts from Muellers Orchard 
Mrs. Minock:  The color change 
Mrs. Roberts:  All the trees changing colors 
Mrs. Dawes:  The beautiful fall colors and hot apple cider with a 
cinnamon stick 
Ms. Feazel:  The leaves changing colors and hoodies 
Mrs. Boyle:  Campfires, Notre Dame football, and the fall weather 
Mrs. Whitney:  The leaves changing colors 
Ms. Wharff:  Walking through my favorite nature preserve on crunchy fall 
leaves...this year, I’ll have Beauregard to walk with me! 
Ms. Jennings:  Sweaters, scarves, the smell of an outdoor fire in the crisp, 
cool air 
Mrs. Haiss:  Indian summer days, fall candles, and cooking soups and 
comfort foods  
Mr. Schmit:  Football, family, and Oktoberfest 
Mr. Garbutt:  Notre Dame football 
Mrs. Adams:  Cooler weather, HS and college football games, visiting 
apple orchards, and cider and caramel apples 


